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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-6 are allowed. 

The following is Examiner's reasons for allowance: The closest prior art is 
USP 5,509,168 which teaches a device for extending the effectiveness and life of 
a toothbrush wherein the device comprises two cooperating complimentary 
halves connected by a hinge, and means for maintaining the two halves in a 
dosed, pressure inducing relationship and wherein the two halves comprises an 
area for receiving and a surface for aligning the bristles of the toothbrush and 
Japanese patent 10286123 which teaches a brush correcting tool comprising a 
correcting tool main body and a convergence member; however, the references 
alone or in combination do not teach or suggest a toothbrush reforming 
apparatus comprising a toothbrush supporting body for supporting a distal end of 
the brush and one or two guiding groove portions or one or two guiding 
elongated slots are formed above the distal end of the toothbrush supported by 
the supporting portion and a belt-like endless binding body^ provided for 
holding and reforming a brush of various lengths. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Abraham Bahta whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1352. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday; 
11:30 am -8:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Deborah Jones can be reached on (571) 272-1535. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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